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into English.,* and practically renders all histories
of Aurangzib's reign to some extent deficient.

Niccolao Manned was a native of Venice. In
1653, at the age of fourteen, lie ran away from
hqrae, and, having entered the service of a cer-
tain Viscount Bellemont, accompanied him via
Smyrna and Ispahan to Gombron, whence the
two sailed to Surat, reaching that port in Jan-
nary, 1656. Not long after, they left by the
"usual route through Burhanpur and Gwalior
for Agra, which they reached safely; but in the
course of their journey to Delhi, where the
Mogul Court had now taken up its residence,
Bellemont died. Manucci, who was still little
moreTTKarf a boy, was now masterless. The
struggle, however, between Dara on the one
side and Aurangzib and Morad Bakhsh on the
other, had just begun, and Manucci had no dif-
ficulty in obtaining a position as artilleryman in
Dara's army. As Bernier was at this time in the
retinue of Aurangzib, it happens that we are in
possession of two independent European ac-
counts of the battle of Samugarh, written from
opposite  points  of view.  The  result  of  the
engagement destroyed all Dara's hopes of a
throne, and Manucci, who apparently cut no
very heroic figure in the conflict, fled to Agra,
and attached himself in disguise to the army of
tk%  victorious   Aurangzib.   After   witnessing
Aurangzib's seizure of Morad Bakhsh, he re-at-

*By William Irvine, late Bengal Civil Service.
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